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December 31, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR TODAY

The end of the year is always a time to look back on what has happened—it’s good to 
review the paths along which God has brought us in the last 365 days on earth. But we 
also look forward to what God might have in store for his Church in the next 365 days, 
months, and years. We will see that there are striking similarities which connect the past 
and the future, all hinging on Christ and his precious word of promise.

The liturgical color for today is White, which reminds us of the eternity of God’s promises 
that are the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 156 in the front of the hymnal.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Evening Meditation. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

Hymns marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  
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EVENING MEDITATION
 

WELCOME

HYMN Across the Sky the Shades of Night | CW 69

Please stand. 
RESPONSES
Minister (M): Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. (Luke 24:29)

Congregation (C): Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:20)

M: The light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noon day. 
C: The LORD will guide you always. (Isaiah 58:10,11)

M:  Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;
C:  the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end. 

(Isaiah 60:20)

M: On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,
C: for there will be no night there. (Revelation 21:25)

SUNG RESPONSE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly 
on the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter 
the new year trusting in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 51:1-6
Look back to whose you are; look forward to where you're going.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 90 |CW p.99

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 1:17-25
No matter the year, one thing is certain: the Word of the Lord will stand forever.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet 
C: and a light for my path. Alleluia. (Psalm 119:105)
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Please stand.

GOSPEL  Luke 13:6-9
One year might fly by, but it gives us time to pursue the salvation of souls.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Our Help in Ages Past | CW 441

SERMON -- YOU ARE MADE TO BE DIFFERENT

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 
that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will be 
passed out during the offering. If the gospel message has moved you to give and 
you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile 
phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Please stand.
PRAYERS

M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.

C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name.

M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the 
countless gifts of grace we have received from you.

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made.

M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we 
are much more valuable than they.

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things.

M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself-all 
these come to us from your generous hand.

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them to 
us.

M: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our 
faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for service.

C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Special prayers and intercession.

M: Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer



7

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live 
our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace.

C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in his 
name we bring it to a close. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M:  Blessed Lord, we praise you because you have fulfilled what you promised through 

your holy prophets of long ago and have sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us. 
We give you sincere and humble thanks for your Son’s gracious advent: 
He has come near to us in human flesh, redeeming the world from darkness; 
He comes near to us in Word and sacrament, giving us life and light; 
He will come near in glory, banishing forever the shadows of night.
As we receive his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, lift up our 
hearts to the day when we will see our Redeemer face-to-face. Then we will need no 
light, nor lamp, nor sun, for the Lord will be our light. Whenever we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore, it is 
right for us to join the saints and angels in singing your praises for ever and ever.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 419    
  ♫ O holy, holy, holy   ♫ Hosanna in the highest!

Lord God of pow’r and might, How truly blest is he
Your glory, earth and heaven Who in God’s name is coming
In countless ways recite. To set his people free!
Hosanna! Come and save us, He comes to bring salvation
Lord God of hosts on high, And with his blood outpoured,
And in your grace and mercy Deliver us from bondage—
Receive our fervent cry. ♫ Hosanna, mighty Lord! ♫

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

COMMUNION HYMN  Help Us, O Lord, for Now We Enter| CW 70
 

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 560
      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:      

For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫      

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirt. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me 
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your 
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BLESSING 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise | CW 72
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PANCAKE BRUNCH Jan. 5 | 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

The Lutheran Pioneers will be serving their annual Pancake Brunch in the cafeteria on 
Sunday.  They will have pancakes, potato pancakes, French toast and more. A freewill 
offering will be taken.

THE CRANKY MOM FIX Jan. 11 | 8:30-11:30 AM

Ladies, we can help you keep your resolution to be a better mom. Speaker & author, Becky 
Kopitzke will share practical tips on how to claim true peace for your soul and your home. 
Tickets are only $10 and include a light breakfast. You can purchase tickets through the 
church office or on our facebook events page.

HELP AT THE FOOD PANTRY Jan. 13-17

Help fill grocery orders at the community food pantry.  Afternoon and evening shifts 
available.  Contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922. 

NEED A WINTER PROJECT? Jan. 26 | 12:00 PM

Everyone is invited to construct a Junk Car or a Pinecar for the derbies in late January.  
Contact either Tom Kulhanek or Kent Schroeder for car kits. More information can be 
found on the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. 

SUNDAY STUDY TAKES A BREAK

Our Sunday Morning Bible Study and Sunday School are taking a brief break for the 
holidays.  Classes resume on January 12. The Bible Study will explore why there are so 
many different Christian denominations and how they differ on teachings. 

A PEOPLE CLOSE TO GOD Jan. 9 | 6:30 PM

Looking for an opportunity to study the basics of God’s Word outside of Sunday 
morning? You’re in luck! Pastor Proeber is offering a Thursday Bible Information Class 
starting on Jan. 9 at 6:30 PM. This is a great opportunity both for seasoned Christians to 
brush up on core biblical truths AND for new Christians to learn what the main teachings 
of the Bible are! Bring your family and friends; all are invited to A People Close to God.
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